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He faced adversity with the determination
to wring success out of failure.
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The Vishwa Hindu Parishad general secretary, Mr Ashok Singhal,
warned Muslims not to oppose the Ayodhya temple’s construction.
Otherwise, he said, his party would start an agitation for building
temples at 3,000 similarly disputed sites all over the country.
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Their “‘achievement”, such as it is, will generate feelings of acute
embarrassment, not to speak of shame, among an overwhelming
majority of Hindus.
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'The BJP and the VHP clearly failed to realise that
whipping up atavistic passions - for political gain
would give them at best a pyrrhic victory (p.1)
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I am sorry to disappoint readers who CXpect some positive suggestions
from me. I am as confused about the future as everyone else.
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Contrary to the popular perception, the central issue before the country, as I see
it, is not, and has not been, the Hindu-Muslim problem. The central issue has
been, and is going to remain for the foreseeable future, the Hindu-Hindu
problem. The Hindu society, it is a commonplace, is deeply fragmented along
caste lines, and since independence every ‘care’ has been taken by many of
those in charge of the country’s affairs to see to it that those conflicts get aggra-
vated. Finally, under'the *great’ leadership of Vishwanath Pratap Singh, we face
conditions of near civil war. 7

[ view the future of India — I'am sorry to say on Independence Day with deep
misgivings. Independence itself, you will recall, was born in bloodshed. Inde-
pendence has since then been bathed in blood again and again. I have the ter-
rible feeling that what we have seen in the past will pale into insignificance in
comparsion with what awaits us in the future. I do not believe that anything like
sensible political order is likely to emerge in this country in the near future, or
indeed forseeable future. The Muslim problem is only one expression of this
failure of the Hindus to create and sustain a political order which conforms to
their genius and needs.
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Thus what is possible is not desirable,
“and what is desirable is not possible.
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BJP had thrown its weight behind the Vishwa Hindu Parishad only
when the Babri Masjid Action Committee had been formed in 1986 and
made it a public issue. (p.9)
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The Hindus are the wave of the future. And Advani's
Rath Yatra is a symbol of that wave.
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Lambasting the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and the Rashtriya Swayam
Sevak Sangh. the elderly statesman said the very idea of demolishing a
mosque was a negation of Hindu cthos. "It is a fascist idea and will
break the country.” he added. :
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He said Muslims should realise politicians cannot save them. If anybody
can save them, it is the Hindu. They should learn to coexist with us and
we will protect them, for every Hindu is secular. : '
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