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A well-known scientist (some say it was Bertrand Russell) once gave a public lecture
“on astronomy. He described how the earth orbits around the sun and how the sun,
in turn, orbits around the centre of a vast collection of stars called our galaxy. At
the end of the lecture, a litile old lady at the back of the room got up and said:
“What you have told us is rubblsh The world is really a flat plate supported on
the back of a giant tortoise.” The scientist gave a superior smie before replymg,
“What is the tortoise standing on ?” “You’re very clever, young man, very clever,”

said the old lady. “But it’s turtles all the way down!”

Most people would find the picture of our universe as an infinite tower of tortoises
rather ridiculous, but why do we think we know better? What do we know about
the universe, and how do we know it? Where did the universe come from, and where
is it going? Did the universe have a beginning, and if so, what happened before
then? What is the nature of time! Will it ever come to an end? Recent breakthroughs
in physics, made possible in part by fantastic new technologies, suggest answers
to some of these longstanding questions. Some-day these answers may seem as
obvious to us as the earth orbiting the sun—or perhaps as ridiculous as a tower
of tortoises. Only time (whatever that may be) will tell.
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US industrial plants are spouting 163 miilion Kg of suspected cancer-

causing chemicals into the air annually, with releases from each of the
30 biggest poliuters exceeding 450, 000 kilograms, reports AP, quoting

government statistics.
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There are aspects which are extremely difficult to understand’.- A
famous remark of Einstein — and other people have said similar things,
Schrodinger in particular — that the most incomprehensible thing about
nature is that it is comprehensible. How is it that the human mind,
extremely small compared to the universe and living over a time span
‘microscopic in terms of astronomical time, comprehend reality in ideds

which spring from the human mind? This question has puzzled many
people from Kepler on. Why should mathematical description be accu-

rate? Mathematical description is something the human mind has
evolved. Why should it fit external nature? We do not have answers to
these questions. One is not saying the world is orderly and therefore
must be ordered. But why should we understand the world in terms of
the concepts we have developed?

The Hindustan Times, May 31, 1987, New Delhi.
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Where is the wisdom that we have lost in knowledge?
Where is the knowledge that we have lost in information?

DI O (g Ul 2 £ SIP U9
Wisdom, Information and Wonder, by Dr Mary Midgley
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A Returnto Religion.
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Tradition is back on the agenda
with a positive force (p. 29).
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In the region between about 20 and 50 kilometers the monatomic oxygen
reacts with 02 to form ozone (03). The resulting worldwide layer of
ozone, although its relative concentration is less than 1/10,000, is
sufficient to absorb ultraviolet radiation and thereby serve as a vital
protective shield for life on earth. (2/322-23)
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Vanishing ozone: The danger comes closer.
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The vital gas being destroyed is a torm of oxygen in which the molecules
have three atoms instead of the normal two. That simple structure enables
ozone to absorb ultraviolet radiation. (p.41)
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The Egyptians were conquered not by the sword, but by the Koran.
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The religion of the Muslims had conguered where their arms had failed.
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The hitherto virtuous man who is tempted to become a highwayman will
say to himself: ‘I might escape the human magistrate, but [ could not escape
punishment at the hands of the Divine Magistrate.” He will accordingly
renounce his nefarious schemes, and live as virtuously as if he were sure
of being caught by the police. (p. 594)

Bertrand Russell, 4 History of Western Philosophy, Unwin Paperback,
London, 1984. :
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Quite a different kind of religious control was adopted later (in the 7th
century) in Islam: the Qur’an simply condemned wine, and the result was
an effective prohibition wherever the devout followers of Muhammad in
Arabia and other lands prevailed. (1/441-42)
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The extinction of race consciousness as between Muslims is one of the
outstanding moral achievements of Islam, and in the contemporary world

there is, as it happens, crying need for the propagation of this Islamic virtue.
(p.205).
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My experience is that if ever any religion approached to this equality in
an appreciable manner, it is Islam and Islam alone. (p. 379)
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Islam changed the face of the globe.
The traditional order of history was overthrowr.
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The most incomprehensible thing about nature is that it is comprehensibie.
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If ever any religion approached to this equality in any appreciable manner, itis
Islam and Islam alone. (p.379)

A @C/Jfb::-{t‘«'&,ﬁm & (contribution) 275 b’(’l}/qu gy
- S A e
UILATE (ideology) ;uﬁ,g U FL DIl O -
MU el S @J)d)ﬂf%b"/f-ﬁ-dﬂ/"a L:Hg,wugb/f
G Beb1po U lin o U e
Ly (incentive) ,ﬁ?"w _,{1 LA Mg)"fb’l -¥
e SBIEsTAe A Gl sl es S =Ll I/:f 1S
SRl A SN L LB LU
j//i _L'f//b" (example) ,/;‘J‘;f.ﬁ b/s..vw'l(ﬂw:l U‘/.”-/.(/..‘ay,’eﬁ/; -F

&L TP o o e IV L S TS 58] 203500 Bz )
80




LUz g SSGY o
5»-/"‘]1(«_‘:!,&]! S
927N A i el ,{f/;c; WL ?é}l IS
Whe-tT@7 Bdba o EBIMANILS < eI gl
GBS D LB S e
PUFE L oty 5 DY Py YOO at] gty 2
B g zd mawmismves (Bt E ) 06
RPN TR PR AR e o~
L G YA I 2

Aristotle regarded some humans as natural slaves a point on which later Roman
philosophers especially the stoics and jurists, disagreed with him. Although
slavery was as widespread in Rome as in Greece. (5/93)
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The negro is a natural slave. The Europeans regarded the African as primitive
without culture and incapable of civilisation. Slave Tradein Africa, 1985,p.7
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Indian society is made up of four different varnas. The Rigveda (10.90) has
declared that the Brahmin, the Ksatriya, the Vaisya, and the Sudra issued forth
at creation from the mouth, arms, thighs and feet of Purusa. (X/361)
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Mankinawasregarded as having achieved various levelsofevolution, culminating
inthe white-European civilization. (15/363)
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Man has ultimately become superior (o woman.
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Those who came over from the backward Hindu strata still find themselves
bogged down in discrimination from the church.
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international law gave them before the Charter came into effect, including
preventive action against an imminent attack. (19/540). S
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Athenian culture continued to be oriented toward the
noble life. (6/323)
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In spite of this development, the ruler could not become absolute because

a basic restraint was placed, upon him by the Shariah law under which he
held his authority and which he dutifully was bound to execute and defend.

(9/921)
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Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this
right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either
alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance. (X/1030).
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The whole sham game was reinforcing all my prejudices against
the fraud of organised religion.
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I suddenly felt ashamed of having born a Hindu.
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The Evidence of God in an Expanding Universe
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In organized Christianity, there is instilled deeply in young people a concept
of God created in the image of man, rather than of man created in the tmage
of God. When such minds are later trained in science, this reversed and
limiting anthropomorphic concept gradually becomes more and more
imcompatible with the rational, inductive attitude of science. Ultimately,
when all attempts at reconciliation fail, the concept of God may be abandoned
entirely. The accompanying disillusionment and other psychological
consequences discourage any thought of embracing a new concept. (p.56)
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Men were masters
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Looking back, the modern Hindu feels intrigued and hurt, even baffled and
shocked when he tries to make out why his great ancestors decided to use
the accidents of sex and birth as the sole determinants of one’s rank and
function in the social system. To put it bluntly, one could say with sufficient
justification that those who were responsible for the establishment and
continuance of the Aryan partriarchate have been guilty of sexism and

racism.
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I understand it is a form of thanksgiving. Is god stone-deaf that only loud
and vulgar music played all through the night will reach Him?
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Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is One Lord.

(Deuteronomy 6:4)
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Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them.in the
name of the father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
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....there are aspects which are extremely difficultto understand. A famous
remark of Einstein — and other people have said similar things, Schrodin-
ger in particular — that the most comprehensible thing about nature is
that it is comprehensible.
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| Why have I accepted Islam?
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Oh! what a relief to find, after all, a truly historical Prophet to believe in.
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objectives of which are to proclaim a divine
message. It is a voluntary effort, which
belongs to everyone who is in
aoccord with the message it
proclaims. Such people are invited
to join us in this divine cause. And
assist in conveying the truth to those
around them.
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